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among the Europeans of South Africa before this incident, his
cool courage and generous behaviour raised him still further in
their estimation.

And as he wanted, no fame for himself (few men would be
found shier than Sjt. Sastri of fame), he turned his popularity
to the advancement of the cause he has represented with such sin-
gular ability and success. During his all too brief stay in South
Africa he has immensely raised the status of our countrymen in
that part of the world. Let us hope that they will by their exem-
plary conduct show themselves worthy of him.

But Sastri's contribution to the solution of the difficult and
delicate problem of South Africa does not rest merely upon what
was after all an accident. We know nothing except through the
results of the inner working of the ambassador's office in which he
had to exhaust all his art of a diplomacy that comes from a con-
viction of the correctness of one's cause and that spurns to do or
countenance anything wrong, mean or crooked. But we do know
how unsparing he has been in the use on behalf of his cause of
the gifts of eloquence, scholarship, both English and Sanskrit and
great and varied learning with which nature has lavishly endowed
him. He has been delivering to large and select audiences of
Europeans lectures on Indian philosophy and culture which have
stirred European imagination and softened the hard crust of pre-
judice which has hitherto prevented the general body of Europeans
from seeing anything good in the Indian. These lectures are per-
haps his greatest and the most permanent contribution to the
Indian cause in South Africa.

It must be a serious problem for the Government of India to
choose Sjt. Sastri's successor. He has persistently withstood all
pressure to prolong his stay in South Africa. Letters from South
Africa show me how our people dread Sjt. Sastri's impending
departure. It will be a calamity if a worthy successor is not
found to continue the mission so successfully inaugurated and re-
presented by Sjt. Sastri. Tradition has, I hope, been set up at
the Viceregal Lodge of treating the office of India's Agent in South
Africa as neutral ground which the Government and popular
parties may jointly tread. It is to be hoped that the successor to
be chosen will be one who will commend himself equally to the
Government and the people, and who will truly represent not
merely the Government of India but the people as well.

Toung India, 18-10-1928
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